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Purpose and Scope 
No student should be prevented from participating in Spartan Robotics because of financial 
hardship. This appendix describes how students and families can request financial assistance, 
and how those requests are handled. 

This appendix may be updated annually to reflect changes in process, timeline, or team 
structure without requiring changes to the main Spartan Robotics Team Handbook. 

 

 



Appendix G: Financial Assistance Procedures 

1. What's Covered 
Financial assistance is primarily for competition travel costs. Where needed, it can also extend 
to other costs directly tied to participating in club-organized activities, including basic team 
apparel. 

2. How to Request 
Students or families can request assistance by emailing the Lead Mentors or meeting with them 
in person. A basic proof of need may be requested. 

If a family prefers not to share proof of need directly with the team — for example, if the school 
already has that information on file — the request can instead be routed through the school 
administrator. 

All information shared is handled confidentially and shared only with the people directly involved 
in reviewing the request. 

3. Confidentiality 
Financial assistance is funded and approved through MV Robotics rather than the team's 
operating budget, so it doesn't appear in the team budget described in Appendix H. Because the 
MV Robotics board must approve each grant, the Club Advisor and the MV Robotics board 
(which includes the Lead Mentors) have visibility into individual requests. MV Robotics reports 
the overall total — with no individual names or specifics — as part of its annual tax reporting. 

4. Review and Approval 
Financial assistance is approved by the MV Robotics board on a case-by-case basis — there's 
no fixed cap per student, family, or season. The amount covered scales with the student's role 
and expected commitment: 

●​ Core travel team members (e.g., a driver expected at every event) are covered for the 
full season. 

●​ Other members are covered for the specific events they're selected for. 

A financial assistance grant never factors into event selection decisions — selection and 
financial need are decided independently. 
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Appendix G: Financial Assistance Procedures 

5. No Student Excluded 
No student will be excluded from official participation, including competition travel, solely due to 
financial hardship. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This appendix was last updated: August 2026​
Next scheduled review: April 2027 

For the most current version of this appendix and all team policies, visit the Spartan 
Robotics team website or contact team leadership. 

 

Spartan Robotics​
 Mountain View High School​
 FRC Teams 971 & 9584​
 https://spartanrobotics.org 
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